


KS2 National Curriculum Tests

(SATS)

DMS Information Evening – Feb 2026



The Tests 
Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 11th May 2026.
Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:

English
● Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
● Spelling (approximately 15-20 minutes)
● Reading (60 minutes)

Mathematics
● - Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)
● - Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
● - Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

All tests are externally marked.
Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally, as in recent years. We make our 
final judgements by the end of June.



SATs Timetable   (11th May – 14th May)
Day Tests

Monday 11th May English grammar, punctuation and 
spelling papers 1 and 2

Tuesday 12th May Reading

Wednesday 13th May Maths (Arithmetic) Maths (Reasoning 1)

Thursday 14th May Maths (Reasoning 2)

Friday  15th May



• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have now been abolished, as set 
out in the government guidelines.

• From 2016, test scores will be reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• This means it is very difficult to compare the assessment of a previous year with the 
current year.

• Your child will still be taught with the highest expectations and cover all required 
elements of the curriculum, similar to previous years.

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets high expectations which all schools 
have had to work hard to meet since the beginning of last year.

Assessment and Reporting

• All End of Key Stage Two tests are testing your child’s/children’s knowledge and understanding in 
English and Maths from the 2014 National Curriculum programmes of study from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.

• All tests are marked externally (and marked on a screen).  

• All test scores are reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• A scaled score of 100 means your child is working ‘At Standard’.

• At the end of the year you will be informed of whether your child is ‘at standard’ or ‘not at standard’ 
(AS/NS).

• Your child/children could also be reported as ‘Greater Depth’ (GDS).  This is where a pupil is working 
at a standard well over a scaled score of 100 – usually around a scaled score of 110.



English



Reading
• The Reading Test consists of a single test 

paper with three unrelated reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, 
which includes reading the texts and 
answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the 
comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading.



Reading-example questions



Reading-example questions



Reading-example questions



• A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, lasting approximately 15 
minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, including some 
multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)
The SPaG test consists of two tests:

• Paper 1 is Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and consists of short answer questions, including 
some multiple choice.

• Paper 2 is a spelling test containing 20 words, lasting approximately 15-20 
minutes.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total out of 70 for Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar.



Paper 1-Sample Questions



Paper 1-Sample Questions



Paper 2-Sample Questions discover

mission

loose

sign

country

gymnastics

edible



How can I help my child with 

homework at home?



How can I help my child with 

English at home?
● Support the weekly learning sent home (CGP Grammar and Reading 

books)

● Reading - stamina, fluency and comprehension – the key is to read aloud 

at a rate of around 140-150 words per minute 

● Read five times per week and log in planner
● Skimming and scanning ("Fastest finger first..." "Find the word after...."

● Talking about vocabulary (especially synonyms and the effect of words on 

the reader)

● Practice questions  - not past papers please

● Grammar - word classes etc.



Maths



Which one is the odd one out? Explain your reasoning. 



Maths SATs papers

● Your child will sit three maths tests:

● Paper 1 is a 30 minute arithmetic test, covering calculation methods for all 
operations, including the use of fractions, percentages and decimals.

● Questions gradually increase in difficulty. 
● There are 40 marks for this paper. 

● Papers 2 and 3 are 40 minute tests, covering problem solving and 
reasoning.

● Pupils will still use their calculation skills but will need to answer questions in 
context and decide what is required to find a solution. 

● They may also need to explain their answers. 
● Each paper is worth 35 marks. 



Arithmetic questions from previous papers (studied in years 3 to 5) 



Arithmetic questions from previous papers (studied in year 6) 



Arithmetic questions from previous papers (studied in year 6) 



Reasoning questions from previous papers 











What are we doing in school? 

● A focus on arithmetic (concepts as well as procedures) to improve fluency, 
accuracy and efficiency. This includes mental methods as well as written. Pupils 
have areas to focus on following their arithmetic tests.  

● In lessons we use equipment, diagrams and real-life examples to help pupils 
understand and to solve problems in different contexts.

● A focus on the process of problem solving through our 'Discover' tasks and 
through our work on question structure, keywords and vocabulary.

● We link concepts so there is less to remember, e.g. multiplying by 1000 and 
measures, e.g. number lines and time problems or temperatures. 

● Revising previous learning through retrieval activities so we don't forget.
● Test practice - so pupils know what to expect in May. 
● Build confidence and resilience as mathematicians and learning about our mistakes

● We have some small group teaching of arithmetic targets.
● The school have purchased revision and practice books for every pupil.



National Curriculum areas that require knowledge of times tables facts.

Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long multiplication • divide numbers up to 

4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders, 

fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context • divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of 

short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context • perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations 

and large numbers • identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers • use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out 

calculations involving the 4 operations • solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division • use estimation to check answers 

to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy • use common factors to simplify fractions; use 

common multiples to express fractions in the same denomination • compare and order fractions, including fractions >1 • add and subtract fractions 

with different denominators and mixed numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions • multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the 

answer in its simplest form • divide proper fractions by whole numbers • associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents 

for a simple fraction • identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 3 decimal places and multiply and divide numbersby 10, 100 and 1,000 

giving answers up to 3 decimal places • multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by whole numbers • use written division methods in 

cases where the answer has up to 2 decimal places • solve problems involving the relative sizes of 2 quantities where missingvalues can be found by 

using integer multiplication and division facts • solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures and such as 15% of 

360] and the use of percentages for comparison • solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be found • solve 

problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using knowledge of fractions and multiples • use simple formulae • generate and describe linear 

number sequences • express missing number problems algebraically • find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with 2 unknowns • enumerate 

possibilities of combinations of 2 variables • solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of measure, using decimal notation up to 

3 decimal places where appropriate • use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting measurements of length, mass, volume and 

time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal notation to up to 3 decimal places • convert between miles and 

kilometres • recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different perimeters and vice versa • recognise when it is possible to use formulae 

for area and volume of shapes • calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles • calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids 

using standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm³) and cubic metres (m³), and extending to other units [for example, mm³and km³] • know that 

the diameter is twice the radius





How can I help with maths homework?

● Set aside some time so that there are no distractions and the atmosphere

is calm. It may help to set a time limit or plan to take a break.

● Stay positive and praise effort and focus, rather than just correct answers.

● Don’t tell them that you were bad at maths as school or that you disliked it

- they might start to feel that way themselves.

● Use the red revision books first to support with understanding.

● Encourage them to draw and annotate diagrams

● Remind them that making mistakes is part of the learning process.

● Speed is not as important as understanding - although being able to recall

number facts will help now and in the future.

● Ask them to explain their thinking and methods to you - it will help them to

develop and clarify their own understanding and identify any calculation

errors or misconceptions.

● Don’t do their homework for them. It is better to focus on a fewer questions

and for them to complete them with understanding and build foundations

for further study.

● Allow time for multiplication and division fact practice - cards / TTRS



How can I help my child develop mathematical skills?

● Play games at home with them, especially those which involve money and 

developing a strategy. 

● Find opportunities to practise telling the time and working out how long it will 

be until something happens. 

● Ensure they know the months of the year, and how many days are in them.

● Find opportunities to count money, work out costs and to calculate change. 

● When there are discounts, such as 10% off or 1/3 off, help them to work out 

the new cost. 

● Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home. 

● Measure quantities when cooking so that they know what a kilogram looks 

like. Scale the recipes up or down for a different number of people.  



We are developing our Teams pages to include revision materials



SATS - Key Stage 2 Arithmetic - Compact Version

KS2 Maths - BBC Bitesize

Key Stage 2 Maths | KS2 Age 7-11| Education Quizzes

Key Stage 2 Maths - Topmarks Search

Helpful websites:

CGP Books

https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
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https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2Mini
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
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https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/maths
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
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https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3


SEND and SATS 
access arrangements



• EHCP – the child has an individual Education, Health and 
Social Care plan. 

• SEND Support – the child is on our SEND register and 
teachers make adaptations to support access to learning 
above and beyond Quality First Teaching practice

• Children with a SEND need that can be met within Quality 
First Teaching and standard adaptations

3 levels of SEND support 



• Taking the test in a room in a smaller group of 
students 

• Taking the test in a room as an individual 
• Extra time 25%
• Brain Breaks
• Readers
• Buff Paper 
• Enlarged text
• Scribe

Access arrangements available for SATS



How do our students get to access 
support?

• Students with an EHCP will get all access requirements 
automatically

• If we need to open papers ahead of time to photocopy and/or 
enlarge the school applies to be able to do this for specific named 
children who DO NOT have EHCPs

• If children on SEND support on the SEND register require access 
requirements we MUST apply ahead of time and I will let you 
know if this is successful 

• If children require access arrangements and are not on SEND 
register, eg buff paper for dyslexia, we can also apply for this. 



• All access requirements will be in place to support 
students in their mocks. 

• Volunteers please - email will be sent via the parent 
Arbor app 

Mock SATs and volunteers 



Mental Health and 

Wellbeing



Things to keep in mind...

We are all cheering the children on and want them to do their best – SATs are 
about showing off!

• Make sure the children get plenty of sleep and stay well fed/hydrated – sleep, 
food and water help keep the brain working. 

We will be providing the children with breakfast during SATs week

• Please remember that the Year 6 SATs are just one week of the children’s 
entire life.

If the children are unsure of anything they just need to  
remember we are here to help!



Mental Health Support Team

The MHST will be coming into school to talk to the Year Six children leading up to 

SATS week…





Tuesday 14th April 2026 2.45pm - 3.30pm

Thursday 16th April 2026 4.00pm - 5.00pm

SATS TRAINING FOR VOLUNTEERS



Questions
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